The crystal structure of the title compound 3CP4MBA, C 14 H 11 ClO 2 , resembles those of 3-methylphenyl 4-methylbenzoate (3MP4MBA), 4-methylphenyl 4-methylbenzoate (4MP4MBA), 4-methylphenyl 4-chlorobenzoate (4CP4MBA) and other aryl benzoates with similar bond parameters. The dihedral angle between the benzene rings in 3CP4MBA is 71.75 (7) , compared with 56.82 (7) in 3MP4MBA and 63.57 (5) in 4MP4MBA. In the crystal structure, the molecules are aligned with their long axis approximately along the [101] direction and stacked along the c axis.
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In the present work, as part of a study of the substituent effects on the solid state geometries of aryl benzoates (Gowda et al., 2007 , the structure of 3-chlorophenyl 4-methylbenzoate (3CP4MBA) has been determined. The structure of 3CP4MBA ( Fig. 1) is similar to those of 3-methylphenyl 4-methyl-benzoate (3MP4MBA), 4-methylphenyl 4-methylbenzoate (4MP4MBA), 4-methylphenyl 4-chlorobenzoate (4MP4CBA) and other aryl benzoates (Gowda et al., 2007 .
The bond parameters in 3CP4MBA are similar to those in 3MP4MBA, 4MP4MBA, 4CP4MBA and other aryl benzoates.
The dihedral angle between the benzene and phenyl rings in 3CP4MBA is 71.75 (7)°, compared to the values of 56.82 (7)°i n 3MP4MBA and 63.57 (5)° in 4MP4MBA. In the crystal structure, the molecules are elongated approximatelly along the
[101] direction and stacked along the c axis (Fig. 2 ).
Experimental
The title compound was prepared according to a literature method (Nayak & Gowda, 2008) . The purity of the compound was checked by determining its melting point. It was characterized by recording its infrared and NMR spectra (Nayak & Gowda, 2008) . Single crystals of the title compound were obtained by slow evaporation of its ethanolic solution. The methyl H atoms were positioned geometrically, with C-H= 0.96 Å, and constrained to ride on the parent atom, with U iso (H) = 1.2U eq (C). 
Data collection
Enraf-Nonius CAD-4 diffractometer R int = 0.033
Radiation source: fine-focus sealed tube θ max = 67.0º
Monochromator: graphite θ min = 3.3º 
